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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Ashbourne 


Public  Health  Department , 
Compton  Offices, 
Ashbourne, 

Derbyshire. 

23rd  September,  1957. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  rural  district  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1956. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
are  onJ.y  slightly  changed  from  the  previous  year,  the  birth  rate  having 
risen  from  14. 0 to  15.40  and  the  death  rate  having  fallen  from  9.85  to  9.22. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  risen  from  13.7  to  24.84  per  1,000  related  live 
births.  Malignant  disease  and  degenerative  disease  of  the  heart  and 
cardiovascular  system  are  again  responsible  for  the  biggest figures  in  the 
mortality  tables.  Malignant  disease  with  a total  of  15  deaths  decreased  by 
2 as  compared  with  1955  snd  there  were  no  deaths  from  lung  cancer. 

Five  years  ago  an  investigation  was  commenced  into  the  mortality 
of  British  doctors  in  relation  to  their  smoking  habits.  The  second  report 
issued  in  November  confirms  that  smoking,  especially  cigarettes,  greatly 
increases  the  risk  of  men  developing  lung  cancer  and  that  pipe  smoking  is 
about  one  third  as  dangerous  as  cigarettes.  The  investigation  shows  that 
the  risks  of  smoking  are  not  confined  to  lung  cancer,  and  that  smoking  also 
leads  to  increased  mortality  from  chronic  bronchitis,  and  to  a lesser  degree 
coronary  thrombosis  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A Birmingham  investigation 
of  the  smoking  habits  of  1,200  tuberculosis  cases  also  suggests  that  smoking 
may  be  an  important  cause  of  the  breakdown  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

A total  of  34  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  as 
compared  with  380  during  1955.  This  reduction  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  only  4 cases  of  measles.  Sonne  dysentery  continues  to  appear 
sporadically  and  this  year’s  three  cases  occurred  at  Doveridge.  There  were 
7 cases  of  pulmonary  and  1 of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  but  no  deaths  were 
associated  with  this  disease. 

Following  registration  in  the  spring  anti-poliomyelitis  vaccination 
commenced  in  this  country  in  the  early  summer  months.  Treatment  was  discontinued 
during  the  polionyelitis  season  and  resumed  in  the  winter.  Because  of  limited 
supplies  of  vaccine  only  a small  proportion  of  the  children  registered  were 
vaccinated  during  the  year,  but  enough  were  done  to  demonstrate  amply  the 
safety  of  the  procedure.  It  is  of  course  much  too  early  to  be  able  to  give 
any  estimate  of  the  protection  value  of  the  British  Vaccine,  but  it  has  been 
demonstrated  that  its  antigenic  properties  are  equal  to  the  best  American 
Vaccir.csand  better  than  some, 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Waterworks  and  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support,  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  other  Chief  Officers 
and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for 
the  competent  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  the  year’s 
work. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  MORRISSEY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  District  (Acres)  86,188 
Population  (1951  Census)  12,020 
Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  1956  11,710 
Estimated  Number  of  Houses  3,a23 
Estimated  Number  of  Harms  1,002 
Number  of  Parishes  47 
Number  of  Councillors  28 
Rateable  Value  £74  665 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  £ ’ 28G 
Number  of  Water  Consumers  2,467 


The  primary  industry  of  the  District  is  Dairy  Farming.  Milk  is 
taken  to  the  various  wholesale  dairies,  heat  treated  and  sent  out  to  the 
surrounding  towns.  In  addition,  there  are  two  cheese  factories. 

In  the  North  of  the  area,  which  is  situated  on  the  carboniferous 
limestone  rock,  there  are  several  large  quarries  which  supply  lump  limestone 
for  road  making  and  sugar  beet  refining,  tarred  limestone  for  roads,  and 
limestone. dust  for  agriculture  and  industry. 

Large  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  are  worked  for  the  supply  of 
concrete  aggregate  in  the  Midland  Towns. 

There  are  also  deposits  of  special  silica  sand  which  are  made 
into  very  high  temperature  furnace  linings  at  two  works  in  the  district. 

In  the  centre  of  the  district,  there  is  a tape  mill,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  female  labour  finds  employment  in  adjacent  districts  in 
the  silk  and  nylon  industry. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

88 

73 

161 

Legitimate 

83 

70 

153 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

8 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  populat: 

Comparability  Factor  1.12 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  15.40 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  15.6 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- - 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  24. 24 

England  and  Wales  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births  23.0 


Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Totals 

53 

47 

100 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  8.54 
Comparability  Factor  1.08 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  9.22 

England  and  Wades  Death  Rate  11.  7 
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Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 


Males  Females  Total 

Total  3 14 

Legitimate  213 

Illegitimate  1-1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  24.84 

England  and  Wales  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  live  births  .........  23.8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  112 

Legitimate  1 1 

Illegitimate  1-1 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  12.42 

England  and  Wales  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  live  births 16.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  forms) 


Males  Females  Total 

6 9 15 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  lung  and  bronchus  Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING-  1956 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  registered  during 

1936  :- 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

— 5 

6 

13 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

15 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

3 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart'  disease 

2 — 

x 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

19 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

1 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

_T_ 

k 

"Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

- 

~~T~ 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

~T~ 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

Air  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

1 

33 

47 

100 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  34  as  compared  with  380  during  1 955. 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to  Hospital 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

7 

4 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

- 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

“1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

~T 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

Measles 

4 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Total 

34 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  the  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  1956 


Disease 

Under 
1 year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

60- 

rotal 

T.B.  Pulmonary 

5 

1 

1 

7 

T, B.  Other  forms 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

1 

1 

Acut  Poliomyelitis 
( Non-Paralyt i c ) 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Measles 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

i 

1 

4 

1 

9 

Dysentery 

T 

1 

'"I- 

~ r 

Erysipelas 

■ 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 



7 

4 

2 

2 

6 

2 

2 

34 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

In  February  the  first  (progress)  report  to  the  Medical  Research  Council 
on  the  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccine  in  the  prevention  of  tuberculosis  in  adolescents 
was  issued.  The  trial  seems  to  show  beyond  doubt  the  benefit  of  B.C.G. 
vaccination  for  adolescents  in  an  urban  industrialised  community.  The  County 
Health  Committee  has  decided  to  seek  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health 
to  an  amendment  of  the  County  Council's  proposals  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  to  enable  the  authority  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to 
classes  of  persons  approved  from  time  to  time  by  the  Minister.  It  is  intended 
that  a scheme  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  children  between  their  13th  and  14th 
birthdays  shall  be  gradually  introduced  throughout  the  Administrative  County. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  at  present  available  through  the  Chest  Clinics 
for  child  contacts  and  other  people  at  special  risk  of  exposure  to  infection. 
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Poliomyelitis  and  Anti-poliomyelitis  Vaccine 


The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  low  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

One  case  of  paralytic  and  one  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  this 
district.  In  the  spring  parents  were  invited  to  register  children  born  during 
the  years  194-7-1954  if  they  wished  them  to  be  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis. 
Many  parents  held  back  owing  to  doubts  in  their  minds  of  the  safety  of  the 
treatment.  Supplies  of  the  vaccine  were  very  limited  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  18,000  of  those  who  registered  in  the  Country  were  still  not  done.  The 
value  of*  the  British  produced  vaccine  must  await  time  to  be  proved,  but  it  has 
been  now  demonstrated  to  be  safe  and  free  from  any  general  side  effects  or  local 
reactions. 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

There  were  no  diphtheria  cases  reported  in  this  District,  The  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  drew  attention  again  in  his  Annual 
Report  to  the  necessity  for  maintaining  the  level  of  immunisation. 

Most  primary  immunisations  in  the  district  are  carried  out  by  General 
Practitioners.  Immunisation  is  available  at  the  School  Clinics  and  Infant 
Welfare  Centres.  The  school  doctors  give  booster  doses  at  the  schools  and  also 
primary  immunisation  to  those  whose  parents  neglected  to  have  it  done  at  the 
proper  time  during  infancy. 

Paratyphoid 


The  paratyphoid  case  which  occurred  was  associated  with  a known 
chronic  carrier  and  swabbing  of  contacts  revealed  two  other  symptomless  carriers 
and  one  patient  who  had  a very  mild  illness  lasting  approximately  two  days. 

All  these  three  cases  cleared  up  but  the  chronic  carrier  remains. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

The  County  Bacteriologist  undertakes,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  all 
the  bacteriological  examinations. 

Specimens  and  swabs  taken  by  Medical  Practitioners  are  forwarded 
direct  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council's  Bacteriologist,  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  County  Offices,  St.  Mary's  Gate,  Derby.  (Telephone  No. 47131). 

The  Laboratory  will  be  taken  over  in  the  near  future  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council,  and  is  moving  to  new  premises  in  the  grounds  of  the  Derbyshire 
Royal  Infirmary. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


The  Derbyshire  County  Council's  Health  Services  Handbook  sets  out 
the  various  health  services  that  are  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  Education  Act  by  the  County  Council,  and  under 
Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  by  the  Local  Executive  Council,  in 
the  administrative  County. 

The  health  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  include  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Midwifery, 
Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Ambulance  Services, 
Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care  and  Domestic  help.  These  health 
services  axe  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  all  enquiries  should  therefore  be  addressed  to  him  as  follows 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

County  Offices, 

St.  Mary's  Gate, 

Derby. 

(Telephone  No.  Derby  47131) 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  district  may  be  removed 
to  the  Derwent  Hospital,  Derby. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  requiring  admission  to  hospital  are  referred 
to  the  Chest  Physician,  Chest  Centre,  Green  Lane,  Derby,  (Telephone  No. 

Derby  A 7866),  and  may  be  admitted  to  the  Derwent  Hospital,  Draycott  Hospital 
or  to  Walton  Sanatorium,  Chesterfield. 

All  admissions  nd  discharges  of  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
including  tuberculosis,  are  notified  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  year  under  review  has  seen  further  extensions  to  the  Council's 
water  scheme,  and  the  following  new  services  have  been  laid 

Private  houses  Ad 

Farms  16 

Troughs  (not  on  farm  supplies)  5 

Other  establishments  3 

The  total  number  of  connections  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 

f ollows  : - 


Private  houses 

1812 

Farms 

489 

Field  Troughs 

184 

Schools 

11 

Other  establishments 

29 

The  total  number  of  meters  now  installed  on  services  throughout  the 
district  is  550. 

The  mains  extension  at  Marsell  Park,  Hulland  Ward  has  been  completed 
and  each  of  the  five  farms  in  the  area  are  taking  a supply. 

A bulk  supply  has  also  been  afforded  to  the  Belper  R.D.C.  for 
property  in  the  Mugginton  Lane  End  area.  This  supply  is  limited  to  7,000 
gallons  per  day  by  agreement. 

It  has  now  been  possible  to  supply  Hartington  Village  with  water 
from  the  Bunter  series  of  boreholes  and  the  Sheen  supply  is  only  being  used 
in  case  of  emergency.  The  change  of  supply  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  residents. 

Since  1905,  most  of  the  village  of  Kirk  Ireton  had  taken  the  supply 
from  seven  stand  taps  fixed  in  different  parts  of  the  -village.  These  have 
now  been  removed  and  a piped  supply  has  been  connected  to  all  the  houses. 

t 

Considerable  troubles  are  experienced  in  certain  parts  of  the  area 
by  reason  of  mains  fracturing.  The  cause  has  been  traced  to  two  different 
sources.  Firstly,  the  ground  alternately  being  wet  and  dry,  thereby  causing  a 
movement  under  certain  sections  of  the  pipe  and  setting  up  strains  which  ultimately 
cause  it  to  break  in  two.  Most  of  these  cases  have  been  traced  either  to  surface 
water  drains  which  are  unjointed  or  mains  laid  near  to  road-side  ditches  which 
only  run  in  wet  weather. 

The  second  reason  for  failure  has  been  traced  to  electrical  action 
from  certain  clays  and  marls.  In  these  cases,  the  pipes  are  very  badly  pitted 
and  weakened,  and  cathodic  protection  is  applied. 

An  unusual  case  of  smell  and  discoloration  of  water  from  the  mains 
was  investigated  in  the  Longford  area. 

It  was  found  that  the  mains  when  newly  laid  had  not  been  sufficiently 
cleansed  and  chlorinated  and  that  a quantity  of  sulphate  reducing  bacteria  from 
the  soil  had  been  left  in  the  mains. 

The  water,  which  is  devoid  of  free  oxygen  is  pumped  direct  into 
the  mains  and  the  particular  bacteria  were  able  to  thrive  under  these  conditions. 

The  trouble  was  overcome  by  chlorinating  the  mains  so  as  to  get  a 
residual  at  the  end  of  100  p.p. m.  for  48  hours  and  then  continue  with  the  usual 
dosage  of  1 p.p. m. 
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No  new  work  of  main  laying  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year,  but 
permission  was  granted  for  tenders  to  be  obtained  for  the  new  reservoir  required 
at  Newhaven,  Hartington  Nether  Quarter  and  the  main  extension  for  certain  farms 
in  the  area;  also  for  mains  extension  to  Wyaston  to  provide  a supply  from  this 
Council’s  mains  instead  of  those  of  the  Ashbourne  U,D.  C,  Owing  to  the  financial 
squeeze,  these  schemes  have  not  been  allowed  to  proceed. 

A local  Ministry  inquiry  has  been  held  into  the  Council's  proposals 
to  obtain  additional  supplies  of  water  from  the  Bunter  series  at  Yeldersley  and 
to  provide  a new  trunk  main  and  250,000  gallons  capacity  reservoir  at  "The  Madge" 
in  the  parish  of  Atlow.  The  scheme  has  been  approved  in  principle  and  permission 
given  for  the  trial  borehole  to  proceed. 

In  accordance  with  the  Circular  5^/56  the  Council  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  exchanging  information  with  other  Councils  as  a preliminary  to  coming 
to  a decision  with  regard  to  regrouping  proposals. 

Water  Sampling 

Regular  samples  were  taken  of  the  Council's  own  public  water  supplies 
from  the  four  sources  and  also  from  along  the  routes  of  the  mains.  Requests  were 
also  made  from  time  to  time  from  owners  of  their  own  private  supplies  for  samples 
to  be  taken  and  the  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  total  samples  taken 
during  1956: - 


t—  - 

Type 

No, of  samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Council ' s 

Chem. 

Public  Supplies 

Bact. 

6 

6 

- 

Private 

Chem. 

3 

3 

- 

Supplies 

±j£LC"fc  » 

8 

3 

5 

Tobal 

17 

12 

5 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Brailsford  sewage  scheme  has  been  completed  and  brought  into 

operations 

Although  the  effluent  is  infinitely  better  than  before,  it  is  difficult 
to  maintain  the  standard  effluent  owing  to  the  high  proportion  of  farm  drainage 
being  admitted  to  the  sewers. 

A small  treatment  plant  for  10  houses  has  been  brought  into  operation 
at  Pike  Hall  with  the  completion  of  the  houses. 

The  carrying  out  of  schemes  at  Hartington  and  Doveridge  are  held  up 
by  the  financial  squeeze  and  in  both  cases,  only  part -treated  sewage  is  being 
discharged  into  the  River  Dove. 

At  the  request  of  the  owner  of  the  village  the  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Sudbury  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  CLEAIISING 

A fortnightly  collection  is  maintained  throughout  the  District,  and  is 
being  constantly  extended  to  additional  properties. 

The  mileage  travelled  by  the  two  vehicles  was  23,319  and  the 
number  of  bins  emptied  was  3,110. 

Consideration  will  shortly  have  to  be  given  to  making  a weekly  collection 
from  the  hospitals  and  large  schools  at  each  of  which  there  is  an  average  of  15  bins. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  tips,  but  consideration 
is  being  given  to  opening  a new  tip  in  the  Yeldersley  area  in  order  to  cut  down 
travelling  from  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  district. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS  YARDS 

The  total  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  is  5 and  the  total 
number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  to  kill  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  14. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  cr  in  part 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1031 

103 

691 

411 

- 

Number  inspected 

1031 

103 

691 

411 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

5 

mm 

2 

3 

r t 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  cr 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

218 

8 

12 

39 

- 

21.  63# 

7.67$ 

2.  ay/* 

10. 23# 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  cr 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

317 

- 

- 

42 

- 

31.02$ 

- 

- 

10.  l+6fo 

- 

Cyst icerco sis 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  cr 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

465  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection. 
Included  in  the  above  figure  are  14  visits  which  were  made  on  Sundays  and  Bank 
Holidays.  This  is  an  instance  where  the  trade  will  not  co-operate  to  enable 
the  Inspector  to  carry  out  the  work  in  normal  working  hours,  and  points  a need  to 
a revision  in  the  law  relating  to  hours  of  slaughtering.  At  one  of  the  slaughter- 
houses the  owner  also  carries  on  the  business  of  slaughtering  of  casualty  animals 
and  so  the  percentage  of  carcases  diseased  in  so  ire  way  is  not  a fair  percentage 
for  the  whole  district. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Veterinary 
Officer  has  had  slaughtered  a large  number  of  cattle  reacting  positively  to  the 
tubercular  test,  and  this  will  no  doubt  also  account  for  the  high  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  found  in  cattle  slaughtered  in  this  district. 

The  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  sale  to  firms  making  by-products  of  the 
meat  trades,  food  for  fish  on  a large  trout  farm  and  feeding  of  dogs  at  the  local  Hunt 
kennels. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 
Sampling  of  Milk  and  Other  Foods 


The  duty  of  sampling  milk  and  other  foods  f sills  upon  the  County  Council, 
and  I am  indebted  to  R.W.  Sutton,  B.Sc. , F.R.I.C. , F.C.S. , County  Analyst,  for 
the  following  report 

"In  this  area  21  samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  above  Act. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  a Dairy  Company 
contained  added  water.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer  who  was 
fined  £5  together  with  £17.  17.  0.  Costs. 

The  remaining  samples  were  satisfactory, " 

Milk  and  Dsiiries  Regulations 

17  Dealers’  and  Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences  have  been  issued  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations. 

11  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist, 
all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

There  axe  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  cf  ice  cream 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947-51. 

Three  premises  were  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream.  The  total  number  of  registered 
ice  cream  retailers  is  now  23.  Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  all  these 
premises  v/hichhave  been  found  satisfactory. 

Fish  and  Chip  Premises 

There  are  two  fjsh  and  chip  premises  in  the  district.  Visits  have 
been  made  and  they  have  been  found  to  bo  satisfactory. 

Food  Inspection 

Following  a report  by  the  Headmaster  from  one  of  the  school  canteens 
in  the  district  a total  of  6^  lbs.  bacon  infected  with  maggots,  and  10  lbs.  flour 
spoiled  by  mice  acre  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  shops  within  the  district 
and  inspections  have  been  made  of  certain  catering  establishments. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS . 1955 

Part  of  these  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1956, 
and  the  remainder  on  the  1st  July,  195b,  and  add  a number  of  new  provisions  in 
respect  of  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  and  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc,  where  food  is  handled. 

All  occupiers  were  circularised  and  inspections  are  being  carried  out 
at  all  food  premises.  Any  non-compliance  with  the  regulations  is  being  dealt 
with  and  generally  the  trades  people  are  anxious  to  co-operate  and  bring  their 
premises  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Bakehouses 


There  are 
inspected.  It  was 
Hygiene  Regulations 


now  3 bakehouses  in  the  district  and  all  have  been  regularly 
found  necessary  to  serve  two  informal  notices  under  the  Food 
to  bring  them  up  to  standard. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BI  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

20  inspections  were  made  and  where  necessary,  advice  was  given  on  the 
best  methods  to  deal  with  the  infestations.  1 treatment  was  made  on  business 
premises  and  3 treatments  on  private  dwellings. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  own 
refuse  disposal  tips  and  sewage  treatment  plants  and  whenever  it  was  found 
necessary,  bait  was  laid  and  a course  of  treatment  given  by  the  Council's 
part-time  Rodent  Operator. 

In  January,  there  was  a large  influx  of  rats  to  the  Clifton  tip  on 
which  it  was  estimated  over  1600  rats  were  killed  within  a week. 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  Council  houses  completed  and  occupied  up  to  the  end 
of  1956  is  344  and  the  number  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  up  to  the  31st  December,  1956,  is  12. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  including  Council  houses  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  1956  is  3, 443. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  progress  with  the  construction  of 
Council  houses  during  1956 


Parish 

Number  of 
Houses  in 
Contract 

Number  of 
Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

Number  of 

Houses 

Completed 

Handed 

over 

Type 

Hulland  Ward 

12 

12 

8 

4 in  Sept. 
2 in  Oct. 

2 in  Dec. 

Traditional 

brick. 

Ballidon 

8 

(Pikehall) 

8 

8 

2 in  May 
6 in  June 

Stone  faced 
blocks. 

Brailsford 

12 

12 

12 

6 in  April 
6 in  June 

Traditional 

brick. 

Hartington 

2 

2 

2 

2 in  June 

Stone  faced 
blocks. 

Totals 

34 

34 

30 

Private  Development 


Plans  for  10  new  dwellings  were  approved  for  private  development 
during  the  year. 

8 dv/ellings  were  completed  and  2 in  the  course  of  erection;  these 
include  development  approved  in  previous  years. 

The  total  number  of  plans  submitted  to  and  dealt  with  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  was  133  of  which  88  were  for  development  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act.  The  total  number  approved  was  122. 
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Improvement  Grants 


A number  of  enquiries  were  received  in  connection  with  Inprovement 
Grants  and  thpsehave  entailed  76  visits  to  properties.  These  visits  entail 
considerable  time  as  a detailed  inspection  of  the  house  is  made.  The  owner 
is  then  advised  as  to  the  implications  of  the  scheme,  as  to  repairs  and  possible 
financial  commitments. 

In  many  cases,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  re-design  the  scheme 
to  make  a more  efficient  use  of  the  space  available. 

As  a result  of  these  inspections,  18  schemes  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  and  approved,  but  in  three  cases  the  owners  decided  not  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  grant  for  various  reasons. 

The  total  amount  of  grants  approved  and  accepted  is  £2,653.  14.  Od. 
Housing  Survey 


178  houses  comprising  four  parishes  were  inspected  and  placed  in 
the  following  categories. 


Parish 

1 

2a 

2b 

3c 

0/3c 

5c 

Total 

Callow 

2 

1 

2 

2 

- 

6 

1 

14 

Hollington 

4 

- 

1 

23 

- 

15 

5 

48~ 

Longford 

2 

- • 

19 

43 

- 

9 

6 

79 

Offcote  & 
Underwood 

5 

- 

•3 

10 

1 

17 

1 

37 

Total 

13 

1 

25 

78 

1 

47 

13 

178 

The  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  is  153.  These  comprise  chiefly  either  separate 
houses  or  pairs  and  will  be  taken  as  individual  unfits. 

Housing  Inspection  Statistics 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Total  number  of  Council  houses  inspected  (not  included  in  1(a)) 

(c)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  in  the 
previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


272 

22*1 

1306 

24 

260 
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FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  and  1948 
Part  I - Inspections 


1.  Premises 

No. on  Register 

No. of  Inspections 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,3,4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 

2 . 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

73 

464 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-workers 
premises) . 

6 

70 

Total 

i 

81 

534 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  1 
Part  VIII  - Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Nature  of  Work  No. of  Outworkers 


Wearing  apparel 
making  etc. 


47 


15 


t 


t 


